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Eajah of Benares gave rise in their minds to seri-
ous reflections on the condition of the princes of
India subjected to the British authority. Mr. Hast-
ings was, at the very time of his receiving this
gift, in the course of making on the Kajah of Be-
nares a series of demands, unfounded and unjusti-
fiable, and constantly growing in proportion as they
were submitted to. To these demands the Eajah
of Benares, besides his objections in point of right,
constantly set up a plea of poverty. Presents from
persons who hold up poverty as a shield against
extortion can scarcely in any case be considered as
gratuitous, whether the plea of poverty be true or
false. In this case the presents might have been,
bestowed, if not with an assurance, at least with a
rational hope, of some mitigation in the oppressive
requisitions that were made by Mr. Hastings; for to
give much voluntarily, when it is known that much
will be taken away forcibly, is a thing absurd and
impossible. On the other [one ?] hand, the accept-
ance of that gift by Mr Hastings must have pledged
a tacit faith for some degree of indulgence towards
the donor: if it was a free gift, gratitude, if it was
a bargain, justice obliged him to do it. If, on the
other hand, Mr. Hastings originally destined (as
he says he did) this money, given to himself se-
cretly and for his private emolument, to the use
of the Company, the Company's favor, to whom he
acted as trustee, oiight to have been purchased by
it. In honor and justice he bound and pledged
himself for that power which was to profit by the
gift, and to profit, too, in the success of an expe-
dition which Mr. Hastings thought so necessary to
their aggrandizement. The unhappy man found his